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The Succession of Abdullah bin Al-Zubayr
Between the books of rulings of the Sultanate and some early
historical sources
Analysis and study

Hassan Yahya Al-Shokani
hyhmsa@gmail.com

Nawal Ayed Al —Moshafi
Nawal.a.moshafi@gmail.com

King Khalid University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The research casts a shadow over a pivotal movement in the history of political Islam
led by Abdullah bin Al-Zubayr, as a result of the crystallization of the ruling systems at the
hands of Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan, and its transfer from the principle of Shura to
inheritance, and thus its confinement to the Umayyad house in the Levant, in the presence
of senior sons Companions in the Hijaz with religious competence and social standing that
would enable them to assume the caliphate before these developments. So some of them
opposed these changes peacefully, led by Ibn al-Zubayr, who later moved to take over the
leadership of the military opposition as a result of his insistence on refusing to give the
pledge of allegiance to Yazid bin Muawiyah.

The matter of lbn al-Zubayr’s opposition concluded with declaring himself caliph,
during the vacancy of the position of caliphate in the Levant. Then he called on the people
to pledge allegiance to him, and this is due to his keenness to adhere to frameworks that
legitimize his caliphate in accordance with the controls of general religious rulings that
forbid rebellion against the imam, as well as the pledge of allegiance to two caliphs.

At the same time, this caliphate also came in conformity with the standards that the
books of the sultanic rulings subjected to in this aspect. However, the turbulence of the
sayings of the early sources in the course of events as a result of the diversity of personal
whims and the multiplicity of political tendencies made the ruling on the legitimacy of his
caliphate or not hesitant in saying it, or banish it, despite its legitimacy.

Keywords: Succession, Abdullah bin Al-Zubayr, Caliphate, rulings of Sultanate.
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