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The Structure of the Kharja in the Andalusian Muwashshah

Prof. Awad Abdullah Algarni®
King Khalid University

Abstract

There has been much controversy over the Andalusian muwashshah in terms of its origins, who first
introduced it as a poetic genre, its structure, and both the influences that it received and that it exerted.
The kharja (i.e. exit), the final refrain (qufl) of a muwashshah, contributed to fueling such controversy
because despite being part of the muwashshah and one of its refrains, it has a specific nature that
renders it unique from the other refrains as well as the strophes (adwar). This paper has been
developed to examine this important part of the muwashshah, which - notwithstanding its location at
the conclusion thereof - is, according to some opinions, the first part composed by the poet in the poem
because of the weight it lends to it and because it is highly regarded by both the poet and the audience,
whether the muwashshah is being read or is being heard with or without music. companies and
government sectors, including security, to detect fraud crimes and punish the perpetrators. this paper
reiterates what was pointed out by Ibn Sana’ al-Mulk in relation to the kharja. According to him, the
kharjais “the seasoning, salt, sugar, musk and ambergris of the muwashshah. Itis the end which should
be good. It is the last part - or rather, the foremost part, despite being the conclusion. | describe it as
foremosr because it should be given special attention and thought of from the very beginning before

the author of the muwashshah adheres to a certain meter or rhyme scheme.”

Keywords: structure, kharja. muwashshah, Al Andalus

(*)  Prof, Awad A. Alqarni, College of Humanities, Arabic Language, King Khalid University,
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King Khalid University Journal of Humanities,
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Prof. Awad Abdullah Algarni, The Structure of the Kharja in the fdfkolo

Andalusian Muwashshah
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