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Spatial Interaction between the Cities of Sabya Governorate — A Study in Planning
and Regional Development

Prof. Dr. Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al-Daghiri
Professor of Economic Geography - Qassim University

A. Howayda Al saeed Muhammad Al-Attas
Regional Planning and Development - Jazan University
Abstract:

This study has depended on the theoretical aspect of Regional Planning and Spatial
Planning, and its role in achieving a Balanced and Sustainable Regional Development
through studying the Spatial Interaction between Urban and Rural aspects of Sabya
Governorate. In order to achieve this, the study has depended on Deductive Reasoning
due to its importance in analysing the Spatial Interactions and Detecting Spatial Inequality
in the development between Sabya City and its Regional surrounding. This Study has also
Lined the Functional regions and its type in each centre of Sabya Governorate, depending
on Inductive Reasoning which depends on Field Study to line and determine the area of
Regional Influence. By using Spatial Interactions Metrics, which are (Frequency
Indicator, Law of Gravitation and Residential Gravity Model), The data obtained from
Field Study has used to Analyse Spatial Interaction between cities and its Geographical
Backers in the Governorate of Sabya, the Data was also used to assess the efficiency of
Regional Function. The study has tried to obtain determinants to increase and reduce
functional efficiency. The highlighted conclusion by the study was the weakness in spatial
interaction and regional function in the centres of Sabya Governorate, due to the breadth
of Spatial Coverage for the Regional Function and the Disproportion of the current road
network for the daily needs of the Citizens in villages of Sabya Governorate. This study
recommends to reinforce the spatial and functional relationship by Including Spatial
dimension in the development, and that comes with a comprehensive view to the

province, in order to achieve an integrated development to the province.
key words: regional planning - regional development- spatial interaction- functional
area - regional function.
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