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The structure of the poem according to the poet Yahya bin Al-Hakam (Al-Ghazal)

Descriptive analytical study

Dr. Anwar Yagoub Muhammad Zaman
Associate Professor - Department of Arabic Language
College of Arts and Human Sciences - Taibah University

Abstract:

This study focuses on an important topic of technical study of poetry. The topic is the
structure of the poem and to carry out the study, | chose the Andalusi Arab poet Yahya Al-
Hakam (Al-Ghazal). | chose this poet because | did not find any an independent study
investigated this topic, as well as, Al-Ghazal's excellence in this area.

The present study aims at highlighting Al-Ghazal's distinction in the structure of the poem,
and his good employment and compatibility with what he intends and aims to. The researcher
drew upon the descriptive method, statistics and analysis.

The current study consists of an introduction in which the poet was introduced, followed by
two sections: first section concentrates on the poetical structure including six things: one
single verse of poem, snippet of poem (two or three lines of poems), stanzas, poems, meters,
and abecedarian. Second section focuses on the structure of the poem, and it includes four
things: beginning of poem (the first two lines in poem), the first stanza, smooth transition
from a theme to another, and conclusion (the last verse in poem).

The research proved that Al-Ghazal was a distinguished poet in terms of building the
structure of poem. Thus, his poems became a sincere representation of his feelings, especially
towards his society. This is clear through the beginning of his poetry (the first two lines in
poem) which addressed directly the topic. The poet was good at transitioning smoothly from
a theme to another in his poems which include multi-themes; the one who reads his poems
will not feel the transition from one theme to another; also, the conclusions (the last verses
in poems) of his poems were in harmony with the beginning of his poems; the poet could
effectively relate and connect ‘agyz (second line in poem) to its sadr (first line of poem).

In the meters of poetry, the poet could write using most of poetical meters in accordance with
the purposes and themes that he addressed. About the poetical rhymes, the poet almost
employed half of Arabic alphabets, his employment of them was closely related to the
meanings he addressed.

Keywords: structure of the poem - Yahya bin Al-Hakam - Al-Ghazal
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Ibn al-Athir, Diaa al-Din, the proverb in the literature of the writer and poet, presented and
commented on by: Dr. Ahmed Al-Houfi and Dr. Badawy Tabana, 2nd edition,
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