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Manifestations of Linguistic Impact of non-Arabic Speaking Housemaids on
Saudi Child Language in Buraidah City from the Perspective of Parents
A Field Study

Dr.Muhammad Sultan Ali Al-Sultan

Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics
Teaching Arabic to Non-Native Speakers Unit
College of Arabic Language and Social Studies

Qassim University, Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: ms9194@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

Title of the study (Manifestations of Linguistic Impact of non-Arabic Speaking
Housemaids on Saudi Child Language in Buraydah City from the Perspective of Parents).
The study aimed at identifying the impact of non-Arabic-speaking housemaids on Saudi
child language in Buraidah city. To achieve the aim of the study, the researcher adopted the
descriptive approach in using a questionnaire addressed to some parents in the city of
Buraidah. The questionnaire included (21) manifestations of the various effects of the
presence of a housemaid who speaks a language other than Arabic on child language. The
size of the sample was (120) male and female participants. Data analysis showed that the
results of the study indicated that phrase No. (5): (The child imitates the housemaid in her
incorrect pronunciation of Arabic letters.), is the most influential, with a frequency of (97)
of the response (strongly agree), with a rate of (80.8%); in contrast, phrase No. (8) is the
least influential, with a frequency of (29) responses (strongly agree), with a rate of (24.2%).
In light of the findings of the study, the researcher recommends educating the community,
through various media, of the impact of a non-Arabic-speaking housemaid on child
language, and reducing the number of working mother's hours, to ensure that she takes care
of her children and to reduce the negative effects of the non-Arabic-speaking housemaid in
various aspects, including the cognitive aspect on children.
Keywords: housemaid, linguistic impact, child language, bilingualism, linguistic
dependency, hybridity.
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