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The Features of the Problematic Hero in the Contemporary Saudi Women’s

”Novel: “Arraqs ‘ala Asinnat Arrimah as a model

Dr.lbrahem Almarhaby

Assistant Professor, modern Arabic literature and literary
criticism Arabic Department
al-Makhwah Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Al-Baha University,

Abstract:

The current study attempts to shed light on the features of the problematic heroine
in “Arraqs ‘ala Asinnat Arrimah” by Rehab Abu Zaid. For this purpose, it adopts the
descriptive analytical method, which first describes the literary phenomenon with all its
features, then proceeds to analyze it. Hence, it begins by investigating the concept of the
problematic hero in the most important Western and Arab critical studies. Following this, it
briefly discusses the emergence of the ‘problematic’ and its hero in the Saudi women’s novel.
Finally, the discussion switches its attention to exploring the features of the problematic hero
in the selected sample. The analysis reveals that the problematic hero has been present in the
Saudi women’s novel since its first appearance. However, in this particular novel, the
problematic heroine is distinguished by her rebelliousness, which has emerged due to the
cultural, social and psychological motives imposed on her by the patriarchal society.
Therefore, with her faith and constant work, she struggles and protests opposing values to
achieve her visions for the future and those of the social group to which she belongs. The
study recommends investigating the manifestations of this hero in the Saudi novels of the
second decade and beyond of the third millennium. Additionally, it recommends identifying
the major reasons for the formation of the features of the rebellious hero in contemporary
Saudi novels. This is achieved by a combination of critical approaches and interdisciplinary
studies in order to reach a realistic picture of the crisis, confusion and alienation experienced
by the problematic heroes of these novels.

Key Words: Saudi novel, Feminism, Goldmann, problematic hero.
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