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A collection of ""The Sea Breathes Sorrow' by Khalil Ibrahim Al-Fazia: A Study in
the Semiotics of Thresholds

Dr. Muhammad bin Dhafer Al-Qahtani
Associate Professor of Modern Arabic Literature
King Khalid University in Abha .

Abstract:

The short story in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has made great strides in the way of
development and keeping pace with the renewal movement, whether in its subjects or in its
artistic techniques. Khalil bin Ibrahim Al-Fazie is one of the writers who have gone through
extensive experiences and lived through generations of short story writers. He enriched the
literary and cultural arena with his fictional production, and in all these stages he is a model
for the writer who is aware of the changes and developments that the cultural and literary
arena is going through. His collection of stories “The Sea Breathes Sorrow” (1427 AH / 2006
AD) is considered one of the collections of stories of a homogeneous artistic and content
nature, as it was possible to study them in a semiotic study based on their parallel texts
included in the titles, cover images and dedications, and then in the themes of the stories
within the collection. The study included an introduction to the importance of the topic, its
questions and its approach, and then a stand on the most important semiotic techniques that
constitute the building of this collection of stories and their implications.

Keywords: the short story - the sea breathes sadness - semiotics - text thresholds - parallel
texts - Saudi literature - Khalil bin Ibrahim Al-Fazia
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