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Poetic Narration in Classical Arabic Criticism:
An Evaluation of Critical Judgments

Dr. Muna Shaddad Almalki
King Saud University

Abstract:

This study focuses on a set of critical notions, many of which tackle
narrative techniques in classical Arabic poetry. The study hopes to
demonstrate that classical Arabic criticism, represented by some prominent
critics, was able to explore the narrative phenomenon in poetry. The first
such critic was Abu Hilal Al-Askari who elucidated not only how narrative
elements are invoked in verse but also how the poetic medium can be used
to tell a news story. Ibn Rasheeq of Qayrawan, on the other hand, stipulated
that a line of verse, representing a poetic unit, must have syntactic and
semantic independence. Thus, any violation of this stipulation would be
dismissed as a prosodic anathema. Tellingly, however, the only exception to
this stringent verdict is narrative poetry. lbn Tabataba, for his part,
formulated his notion of narrative poetry in light of its aesthetic value, thus
attempting to reconcile the logic of verse with that of narrative in order to
smooth out any stylistic infelicities or incongruities. Finally, Hazim Al-
Qartajanni’s theory on the issue, influenced by Aristotelian poetics, was
inspired by his understanding of the nature of Greek and Arabic poetry.
Seeing poetry as an art based on mimesis and the imagination, Al-
Qartajanni called for the utilization of narrative in poetry. And in order to
optimize stimulus and persuasion, poetry’s two most prominent functions,
he called for the convenient utilization of history, a commendable technique
he called referentiality.

Keywords: Narrative, Narrative Function, Classical Arabic Poetry,
Classical Arabic Criticism.
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