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The role of gender in the degree of using/avoiding the Tehama dialect in Asir
region, an attitudinal study

Dr.Yasir Zayed Alasiri
Department of Arabic Language and Literature
College of Humanities - King Khalid University

Abstract:

This current study aims to investigate the role of gender in the degree of use/avoidance of
the Tehamah dialect by the its speakers in the Asir region. This study proceeds from a
hypothesis that speakers of the Tehamah dialect tend to avoid using it with others because it
is a defective or incomprehensible dialect - especially by female speakers - and they usually
incline to use other Saudi dialects, especially when they communicate with other speakers of
diverse dialects. Such a tendency is arguably due to the mockery of some southern dialects
that has increasingly appeared in the media recently, which may contribute to promoting the
misconception that some Saudi dialects are better or less appreciated than others. In order to
validate this point of view, 50 native speakers of the Tehamah dialect, male and female,
participated in this study, where they were asked to fill out a questionnaire presented in the
appendix, which includes a number of questions to prove the validity of the research
hypotheses. The results of the data analysis reveal that gender plays an important role in the
degree of use/avoidance of the Tehamah dialect by its respondents. In other words, females
are more likely than males to avoid using such a dialect when communicating with others.
On the other hand, males show a greater response to the degree of their use of the dialect, as
they are less likely to be affected by the influence of the "prestigious dialects™. In addition, it
presents the view that the ranges of use of the Tehamah dialect are decreasing at the expense
of more prestigious dialects
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