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Aesthetics of ugliness in the novel *'Birds of Dimness™ by Majed Suleiman

Dr. Al-Bandari, Bint Dhaifallah Al-Mutairi
Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Science and Arts
in Sajer University Shagra

Abstract:

This research aims to reveal the aesthetics of ugliness in the novel (Birds of Dimness) by
the Saudi novelist Majed Suleiman, and to reach that goal, the research digs into the depths
of the narrative structure of the novelist's discourse to reveal the aesthetics of ugliness, its
features and its manifestations in all components of the novel and its narrative techniques,
depending on the aesthetic approach and its artistic and symbolic formations. The research
concluded that the manifestations of ugliness overwhelm the structure of the novel, its
narrative elements, its images, its characters, and its temporal and spatial space to a large
extent. This remarkable presence of manifestations of ugliness and its aesthetic formations is
what contributed to revealing the act of confrontation against aspects of oppression and
psychological and physical pain, in search of freedom and its value, and to correct and change
reality, so that ugliness is displaced from its negative function as an unacceptable social
value, to a positive image that has its artistic impact in the narrative discourse, and the novel,
through this displacement, becomes a form of change for the better.

KEYWORDS: Narration, Aesthetics, The Beautiful and The Ugly, Prison, Death and Life.
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