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Abstract

This study discusses the experience of Saudi Electronic University with regard to its initiative:
Standardized Arabic Test. The purpose of the test is to measure language proficiency of Arabic
language learners for nonnative speakers worldwide. The study uses the descriptive-analytical
approach for the research design making use of three data collection methods, including (a)
interview, (b) documents, and (c) observation. The study results have shown that the Test
Center at the university has looked at different international experiences regarding building
standardized language tests. In particular, it has depended on the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages: learning, teaching, assessment (CEFR) with some
adaptations to meet Arabic language skills and elements. Standardized Arabic Test has also
benefited from TOEFL, Test of English as a Foreign Language, and it is considered a
benchmark for the test. The study also indicated that, in addition to serving and publishing
Arabic language worldwide among non-Arabic speakers, the test aims to help higher education
institutions and work entities in making appropriate decisions. This article concludes with a
number of results that highlight the Standardized Arabic Test in terms of its objectives,
components, content, stages of construction and development, and centers offering the test
around the world.
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