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KING KHALID UNIVERSITY

Adherence to the Arabic rules of Grammar on Twitter: Case Study in the

Sector of Saudi Institutions
The current generation has been demanded to adhere to the correct rules of
Arabic grammar on social media. It is believed that one important step should
precede this call, namely the adherence of public and private institutions to
use correct modern standard Arabic on social media. Since it is the adopted
tradition for such institutions to use modern standard Arabic in paper work, the
same should apply to using the same level of formal language on social
media. The current paper investigates to what extent the Saudi institutions
adhere to the use of modern standard Arabic on social media through the
archived data and their analysis. Samples were taken from twitter accounts of
such institutions at the end of 2018. Amazingly enough, the Ministry of
Education was among those institutions which did not adhere to the MSA in
their tweets while the Emirates of provinces showed the best adherence. On
top came the mistakes of punctuation marks especially dropping the full stop
from the end of statements, to be followed by the use of inappropriate
language style. This showed that grammatical and spelling mistakes were few.
Key words: Technology impact on Arab societies, educational planning,

twitter, the youth, social media, institutions.
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