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KING KHALID UNIVERSITY

Gender and Ethics in the Philosophy of Feminism: Judith Butler as a model: a
Critical Analytical Study

Keywords: gender, feminism, moral philosophy, moral nihilism, postmodernism.

Abstract: This research aims to reveal the role that gender/gender identity plays in
the philosophical discourse of feminism by revealing the concept of gender in the
thought of the American philosopher Judith Butler as the most important theorist of
this issue in the contemporary thought of feminism. This research included a
historical overview of how gender was one of the major and contemporary
philosophical issues; it also analyzed Butler's concept of identity and its impact on
the founding of her moral theory. The research also included a critical review and a
number of reservations on Butler's arguments on gender and its implications for
ethics .

The research has concludes a number of results, the most important of which was
that Butler abolishes every central basis of the "gender identity/gender" in humans; it
was also revealed that she fell in a number of methodological contradictions that
cannot be accepted according to the logic of research methodologyButler - by
suggesting the nihilism of moral identity in man and his liberation from any preceding
dimension- establishes for hostility between the man and his creator, as well as
between the man and his being which is composed of two genders which entails an
integral dualism that enables a healthy life. The research concludes that the
philosophy of feminism according to Butler's vision, ends in nihilism, with which no

moral or humanist philosophy can be established..
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