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Abstract:

The study of advertising is an advanced form of human relations in modern time, which is in
line with the needs of modern man, particularly those ladies who keep up with latest fashion
developments. It also promotes the level of awareness of aestheticism for a number of
considerations. Therefore, this paper aimed at investigating the persuasive techniques used in
the signs of ladies’ beauty salons in Abha city, and identifying the persuasive values
performed by the signs in advertising discourse. Critics have viewed persuasive discourse to
be based on three elements: sender, message and receiver. This triangle can be applied to
advertising discourse which also has three components: the advertiser, the advertising sign
and the consumer. In view of the above, the problem of this study stemmed from the fact that
advertising has not received sufficient investigation under pragmatic studies; and only very
few studies were done on persuasive technigques. The study therefore attempted to answer this
compound question: what are the persuasive techniques used in the signs of ladies’ beauty
salons in Abha city? What are the persuasive values performed by these signs for the
advertising discourse? The method used in this article was based on the nature of perspective
and procedure, as it followed the theory of persuasion and argumentation postulated and
established by Perleman & Tyteca, which has become a new rhetoric in both concept and
practice. The study results revealed the advertiser’s ability to incorporate the persuasive
techniques on which the signs of beauty salons in Abha were based. These techniques
included: deletion, description, presentation and intertextuality. Results also showed the
persuasive values performed by the advertising signs. These include: identity and affiliation;
psychological support; color condensation and persuasive image.

Keywords: persuasive techniques, sign, advertisement, beauty salons, ladies, Abha
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