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The Fantastic Character in Turki Al- Hamad's Novel "Shark al
Wadi": A Structural Analytical Study

By
Dr. Mohammed Dhafer al Qahtani

Assistant Professor of Arabic Language and literature , King Khalid
University - Abha -K.S.A

Abstract

This research aims to present a technical and content-analysis perspective of the fantastic
character in Turki al- Hamad's novel entitled "Shark al Wadi" (East of the Vale, Al-
Hamad,2006) which signals a particular era of our modern history in Saudi Arabia. The thing
that the fantastic exploitation of some fictional characters was almost equivalent to reality. The
study tackles a number of issues, started by an introduction leading to clarifying the
significance of the topic and the underlying research questions against a backdrop of relevant
studies and finally crystalizing the research methodology employed in this research. A preface
was given to clarify the term "Fantastic" and its thematic ramifications. The research also
indicates the "fantastic" fictional framework that the novel has set to label the character and the
events, especially with reference to the main character, "Sameeh Al-dhahil", and the other
fantastic features of the remaining characters. These were analyzed in terms of behavioral
representations of the characters, character delineation and profiling, and verbal and actional
perspectives of characters and the molding of characters. A conclusion was given to wrap up the
findings, ending on a list of references used in this research.

Keywords: Modern literature, literary studies, narrative studies ,novel, Saudi fiction.
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