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The phenomenon of lecting, or linguistic variety,
in the Qur'anic text

By

Dr. Siddique Ar-Rayeh
Associate Professor of Arabic,
Khartoum University

Abstract

This paper aims to disambiguate the phenomena of using a variety of rhetorical styles in the
Holy Quran, known as lects, with a preface about the concept and a review of relevant literature
on the topic. The paper is made up of three treatises that claim that lecting is pervasive in the
Qur'anic text. The paper tackles scholarly writings on the use of style variation or lecting and
how scholars of rhetoric and Qur'anic studies addressed it. The paper also stressed the features
of lecting as manifested in scholarly reviews that views or views not lecting as a rhetoric device
in the Qur'an. Eventually, the paper relates lecting to rhetoric challenges in the Qur'an using a
descriptive analytic method of research. The paper highlights findings from this descriptive
analysis, concluding that lecting, or variation of rhetoric style, was not a common term in the
relevant scholarly literature, but it later appeared in some 10th century AD writings with its
variant variation of style. Exegetists started to use the term lecting of variation of style more
pervasively in their writings in the 13th century AD. Then lecting was a common term linked to
Qur'anic rhetoric especially in late centuries' scholarly writings. This study showed that lecting
is a target of rhetoric in its own right clearly perceivable in established literature. Lecting is also
a feature of rhetoric challenge in the Qur'an as a divine book originally revealed to challenge the
eloquent speakers of Arabs to challenge their linguistic talents. The study showed that the
variety of styles in the Qur'an is more superior than the standard styles of Arabs in a challenging
way. Finally, the study concluded that lecting is a feature of Qur'anic rhetoric, but the variety of
styles in Qur'an is unlimited.
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