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Examination of the use of Whatsapp by professors
of Arabic language

By
Dr. Yasser Aldarweesh

Assistant Professor of Arabic,
College of Humanities, KKU

Abstract

This research is based on WhatsApp messages that are exchanged between the researcher and a
group of university professors who are specialized in Arabic from the divisions of language and
literature, and since they are at a high level of specialization, they constitute an excellent sample
of the speakers of the language and its users. Thus, they are distinguished language users
different from the common folk and other common Arab intellectuals who publish their
communications on social media or use public publishing applications such as WhatsApp,
which was used by the researcher in this study. The researcher has chosen WhatsApp messages
because it is a vital and frequently used application which the present researcher could use for
communication with his fellow professors unlimited and unmediated — a feature that makes the
messages more spontaneous and less affectated. Research is required to target language in
natural settings by word of mouth of its speakers to no affectation or pretense as was the case
with early Arabs who used to travel to the wilderness to acquire standard Arabic from Bedouins
uninterrupted by monitoring. This study monitors the linguistic behavior of the professors of
Arabic language and literature through the examination of the commitment of both groups to
the rules of language and standards of eloquence and linguistic correctness. This was done by
the researcher having conceptualized a set of criteria regarding the use of foreign words and
slang vocabulary for each case by classifying the grammatical, orthographic and linguistic
errors, then analyzing these errors statistically to demonstrate the similarities and differences
between the two groups.
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