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Economic relations between Sicily and the Mediterranean Region
in the Era between the 7 Century up to the 11" Century A.D

By

Dr. Mona Alqahtani
Associate Professor of Islamic History,
Princess Norah University

Abstract

Early Muslims recognized the significance of Sicily Island for being an important trade station
wherein stores of the Islamic East place their products to be moved there to Western Europe.
Therefore, they were keen on extending their influences to it in order to get the island within
their Islamic state's borders. Sicily has been, in most of its history, a critical strategic location
due to its importance in the Mediterranean trade way, with its wealthy and unique culture
represented in its distinct arts, literatures, architecture, language, etc., as well as the economic
agricultural crops and abundance of metals and livestock. All such factors significantly
contributed to the establishment of strong economic relations between Sicily and the
surrounding states including Islamic states of the Mediterranean Sea under the umbrella of the
Islamic sovereignty. This constitutes the subject of this study, as it is considered one of the
significant and search-worthy topics as it is one of the Islamic history's series that cannot be
neglected or eluded in general Islamic history.
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