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Tone of Voice as Taking Control over the Structure of the Arabic
Poem: Investigating the Problematics

By
Dr. Taher Muss'ad Saleh Al-Juloob
Associate Professor of Literary Criticism,
King Khalid University

Abstract

This study is based on the assumption that tone of voice with its consequent poetic music has
taken control of the structure of the Arabic poem positively or negatively. Too much of the
negative influence has contributed to the problematics of Arabic poetry such as consuming the
Poet's energy and averting the maturation of other aspects of poetry including imagination,
discernment and reification. To verify the hypothesis underlying this research, three classical
Arabic poems were investigated. First, the ode by Imri' Alqais was taken for analysis as
representative of the early history of Arabic poetry. econd, examples of the poetic experience of
Abu Al-Alaa Al-Ma'ari were also taken to analysis as representative of the middle history of
Arabic poetry. Third, examples from the poetry of Mahmoud Darweesh were also considered to
represent modern Arabic poetry. The excerpts at issue were selected to represent different times
of the history of Arabic poetry, revealing the richness of its phonic variety, but still with a lack
of visionary imagination. The excerpts ascertain a persistent problem in the development of
Arabic poetry. Finally, the paper concludes with procedural recommendations to restrain the
problems of tonality and rhythm in Arabic poetry, recommending the enhancement of other
elements in poetic discourse other than its phonics, tersely amongst which are the following: (1)
Poets should not spend too much of their poetic energy on rhythm and tone in their poems as
this will badly affect the maturity of poetry as is the case in the poetry of Abu Al-Alaa'
Al=Ma'ari. (2) Poets should not ignore tone and rhythm, but should cautiously strike a balance
between them in a manner that lessens the hegemony of rhythm as is the case of Adonis; this is
because too much avoiding rhythm and tone will strip Arabic poetry of an important feature of
its beautiful identity. (3) Arabic poets should hold their intellectual and philosophical awareness
into high esteem as well as consider their poetic maturity in order to let their poeticality
adequately interact with other poetic elements, especially poetic visionary imagination.
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