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Fatalism as Related to the Causative Principle in Islamic
Thought
By
Khalid Mohamed Al-Garni
College of Shari'a - Department of Faith and Modern Dogmas

Abstract:

Fate is considered one the most significant themes tackled on a wide scale
in linguistic and philosophical discussions. Researching obligation and
choice in relation to the causative principle from the views of fatalism and
determinism is one of the most important issues discussed throughout the
history of philosophy. Such issue encompasses a metaphysical and
physical aspect including behavior of people on the one hand and freedom
of will on the other. This study thus highlights the relationship between
the fact of fate and the causative principle and its impact on whether
obligation or choice pertains to one’s deeds. The paper further focuses
upon the point of view of Muslim philosophers in regard to obligation and
choice concerning human acts on the one hand and the causative principle
and fatalism on the other. Moreover, the paper demonstrates the views of
Muslim Sunnite scholars with respect to reason and answers questions
posed by philosophers and logicians who were inspired by both Islamic
Revelations and reasoning. The study adopts both the descriptive and the
critical approaches in order to analyze and critique these views to
delineate a no-more, no-less accurate philosophical perspective. to
function as a philosophical foundation around which these views pivot,
thereby extraposing it to Revelation texts to validate these views on the
one hand and to recognize the common grounds between these views. It
finally folds out these views are contradictory whereas they can in fact be
retraced back to one origin.

Keywords: Fate - Fatalism - Determinism - Obligation - Choice - Free
will - the Causative Principle - Revelations
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