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The History of the Evolution of Sports Clubs in Saudi Arabia
(1345-1384 AH /1927-1964 AD)

Dr.Laila Abdel Karim Abdullah
Al Baha University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the history of the evolution of sport clubs in Saudi
Arabia during the period 1345-1384 H /1927-1964D. It provides a clear and in-depth
picture during that period and sheds the light on the most important stages that
characterized the development path of the structural and organizational framework for
establishing the Saudi sport clubs during the reign of the founder King Abdulaziz and
King Saud. This topic is one of the topics that form the cornerstone in the country, as
one of the most important objectives of practicing sport is to raise a healthy generation
with good morals and good behavior. This is can only be achieved by regulations that
govern the relationships and obligate individuals whether before, during or after the
activity, since the social rules are the source from which the sport legislations arise for
developing sport organizations in the Kingdom. This study disclose the differences
between the stages that Saudi sports clubs have gone through in general. In this study,
we try to uncover the organizations that the government has dealt with the history of
Saudi sports clubs based on the laws governing them, which are among certain major
stages. The stage of basic organizations in 1345 to 1372 H/ 1927-1952 D, the stage of
government organizations in the private sector of sports activity 1373 -/1384H/ 1953-
1964D/, and the establishment of the General Administration of Physical Sports and
Scout. Department of Sports Affairs 1373 /1380 H/1953-1962, and then the
establishment of the High Sports Committee in the Ministry of Education in1380- 1382
H/1960-1962.D. until the tasks of youth welfare were assigned to the Ministry of Labor
and Social Affairs. This study deals with financial support and licensing for clubs,
sports facilities, referees and experts. The development stage has witnessed steps in
the numerical and qualitative expansion of the bulk of the government sports body and
its activities represented in doubling the number of independent departments and
sports clubs where they reached during King Saud reign to 42 clubs throughout Saudi
Arabia.

Keywords: Sports activity, Sports Clubs, Establishment of Sports Clubs, History of
the Sports Evolution, Saudi Clubs.
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20, 1931. Fnclosure No.(1): Conversation With Fuad Bey Hamza on June 13,1931.
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F.O 371/16018. From Sir A.Ryan to Sir John Simon (Recevied Januaryll, 1932) No0.492.
Jedda. December 28, 1931.
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William E.Mulligan:A kingdom and a company, (Aramco World magazine, Vol 35 No3 May-
June 1984), pp. 44-72.
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William E.Mulligan: A kingdom and a company, (Aramco World magazine, Vol 35 No3 May-
June 1984) P.P 44-72.
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