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The Prophet's Biography in the Writings of Travelers to Hijaz
(Al-<Abdari and Al-Balwi as a model)

DR.Shaykhah Abdullah Alshaibani
Shagra University — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The study deals with the interest of the journeys of two pilgrims to the Hijaz in the

Prophet’s biography: Al-‘Abdari who traveled from the Maghrib to the Hijaz in 688, and
Balwi who left Andalusia to the Hijaz in 737.
The importance of this study lies in analyzing the narratives contained in these two works
related to the biography of the Prophet and shedding light on the trends of this biography
writing tradition during the seventh and eighth centuries AH, especially since the two
writers were keen to meet with scholars in the countries they passed through and were
devoted to reading the writings of the Prophet’s biography, which benefits the study in
clarifying the most prominent literature that was widespread and circulating in their times,
and what it contained of true or false information.

The study emphasizes the importance of the journeys of Al-‘Abdari and Al-Balawi as a
source of their scientific life, the sciences in which they excelled, and the scholars on whose
hands they studied. It also reveals a trend that prevailed in writing the Prophet's biography
in the seventh and eighth centuries AH, influenced by the Sufi doctrine through the spread
of prophetic praises that contain exaggerations. The study also shows the most prominent
sources of the Prophet's biography that were circulating in their time.

Keywords: Arab travelers, Al-‘Abdari, Al-Balwi, The Prophet's Biography, Prophetic
Praises, Hijaz in the 7th and 8th centuries AH
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