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Abstract:

This study aims to identify and analyze commonly used loanwords in
contemporary Arabic, using the King Salman Global Academy for Arabic Language
Corpus, one of the largest and most representative live Arabic corpora reflecting
actual language use. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on
computational linguistic tools to extract a list of the most frequently used words. This
list was then manually reviewed and classified to identify potentially foreign-origin
words, given the absence of an automated tool capable of directly detecting
loanwords. Subsequently, the identified loanwords were categorized based on their
frequency, linguistic origin, semantic domain, and formal and phonological features.

The results showed that words of English origin are the most widespread, followed
by those from French and Italian. The fields of technology, media, and economics
were found to contain the highest concentration of such words, with a noticeable rise
in loanwords used in daily life and digital communication. The study also revealed
varying degrees of integration of these loanwords into the Arabic linguistic system, in
terms of pronunciation, morphology, and orthography, reflecting a complex pattern of
language interference.

The study concludes by emphasizing the need to develop specialized thematic
dictionaries for foreign words and to enhance institutional efforts to regulate
contemporary Arabic usage, including the proposal of appropriate Arabic alternatives.
This research offers a scholarly contribution to documenting modern linguistic
interference using computational corpora, lending its findings a high degree of
accuracy and objectivity.

Keywords: Loanwords, linguistic corpora, linguistic borrowing, frequency,

semantic classification
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