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Kalam (Theology) in Islamic Thought
The position of Salaf Scholars regarding Kalam through Alharawi's
Book "Thamu-I-Kalam wa-Ahlihi**, An Analytical Study
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ol | (i ol ol ) -9
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Abstract
This research looks at the issue of theology (Kalaam), how the righteous
predecessors (Salaf scholars) dealt with its issues, and how their position
was towards it through the book of Imam Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-
Harawi (D.: 481 AH), which is called: “Thammul-Kalaam wa-Ahlihi”.
Kalam emerged in the first centuries of Islam using Reason over the sacred
text (Quraan and Sunnah) and shariah. It was met with a censure from Salaf
scholars, due to the fact that the theologians (Mutakallimoun) — in the
opinion of the salaf scholars- deviated from the right method of the salaf in
deducting the theological proofs, in addition to their main lack of reliance
on the Qur’anic text and the authentic narration. Therefore, there was a
strong confrontation against the vilification of kalam and its people, so that
we see the scholars singled out authorship in that, as is the case in Al-
Harawi’s book. Through our research, we can answer the main question: Is
the science of theology (Kalam) and the theologians criticized by Salaf in
general or is there a detailed opinion? In order to answer this question, the
analytical approach was used for the texts contained in Al-Harawi's book,
and this research was concluded with results and several recommendations.
Key words: Theology (Kalam), Salaf, Book of ‘Thummul-Kalam wa-

Ahlihi’, Imam Harawi.
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1. Ibn Abi al-‘Izz, al-Hanafi, sharh al-‘aqidah al-Tahawiyah, tahqiq :
Ahmad Shakir, Wizarat al-Shu’tn al-Islamiyah, wa-al-Awqaf wa-al-
Da‘wah wa-al-Irshad, T1, 1418h.

2. Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad Shams al-Din, I‘lam al-muwaqqi‘in ‘an
Rabb al-‘alamin, tahqiq : Muhammad ‘Abd al-Salam Ibrahim, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, byrwt, T1, 1411h-1991m.

3. lIbn al-Najjar, Taqt al-Din Abii al-Baga’ Muhammad, sharh al-Kawkab
al-munir, tahqiq : Muhammad al-Zuhayli wa-Nazith Hammad,
Maktabat al-‘Ubaykan, t2, 1418h-1997m.

4. lbn al-Wazir, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Qasimi, al-‘Awasim wa-al-
gawasim f1 al-dhabb ‘an sanat Abi al-Qasim,, Mu’assasat al-Risalah
lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, Bayrit, t3, 1415h-1994m.

5. Ibn Taymiyah, Taqi al-Din Abii al-°‘Abbas Ahmad, Dar’ Ta‘arud al-
‘aql wa-al-nagl, tahqiq : Muhammad Rashad Salim, Jami‘at al-Imam
Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad al-Islamiyah, al-Riyad, t2, 1411h-1991m.

6. Ibn Hazm, Aba Muhammad ‘Al al-Zahiri , al-fasl f1 al-milal
wal’hwa’ wa-al-nihal, Maktabat al-Khanj1 — al-Qahirah.

7. Ibn Khaldin, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad,
Diwan al-mubtada’ wa-al-khabar i Tarikh al-‘Arab wa-al-Barbar wa-
man ‘asarahum min dhawi al-sha’n al-akbar, al-muhaqqiq : Khalil

Shihadah, al-Nashir : Dar al-Fikr, Bayrit, 1408h-1988m.
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Ibn Shaykh alhzamyn, Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, al-Nasthah fi sifat al-Rabb
jalla wa-‘ala, tahqiq : Zuhayr al-Shawish, al-Maktab al-Islami, Bayrit,
t2, 1394h.

Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad al-Tahir, al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir, al-Dar al-
Tunistyah lil-Nashr, Ttinis, 1984h.

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Abt ‘Umar Yisuf ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Qurtubi, Jami®
bayan al-‘Ilm wa-fadlihi, tahqiq : Ab1 al-Ashbal al-Zuhayri, al-Nashir
: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah : al-ula, 1414h-1994m.

Ibn Kathir, Abt al-Fida’ Isma‘il ibn ‘Umar, tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim,
tahqiq : Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah,
Manshiirat Muhammad Al Baydin, Bayriit, T1, 1419H.

Abi Zahrah, Muhammad ibn Ahmad, al-mu‘jizah al-Kubra al-Qur’an,
Dar al-Fikr al-*Arabi, 1430.

Abl ‘Asi, Muhammad Salim, ‘ulim al-Qur’an ‘inda al-Shatibi min
khilal kitabihi al-Muwafaqat, Dar al-Basa’ir, al-Qahirah, T1, 1426-
2005m.

al-Ash‘ath, Aba Dawid Sulayman ibn Ishaq, Sunan Abi Dawid,
tahqiq : Muhammad Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Hamid, al-Maktabah al-
‘Asriyah, syda-Bayrit, Lubnan.

al-Asfahani, Mahmid ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, bayan al-Mukhtasar sharh
Mukhtasar Ibn al-Hajib, tahqiq : Muhammad Mazhar Baqqa, Dar al-

madani, Jiddah, T1, 1406h-1986m.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

al-Iji, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad, al-mawagqif, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-
Rahman ‘Umayrah, al-Nashir : Dar al-J1l Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah al-ula,
1997m.

lal-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, Sahihay al-Bukhari, tahqiq :
Muhammad Zuhayr ibn Nasir al-Nasir, T : al-ula, Dar Tawq al-najah,
1422h.

al-Badr, ‘Abd al-Muhsin ibn Hamad, Qatf al-Jany al-Dani sharh
mugaddimah Risalat Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani, Dar al-Fadilah, al-
Riyad, T : al-ula, 1423h / 2002.

al-Baghawi, Abu Muhammad al-Husayn al-Farra’, sharh al-Sunnah,
tahqiq : Shu‘ayb al-Arna’Gt-Muhammad Zuhayr al-Shawish, al-
Maktab al-Islami-Dimashq, Bayrit, t2, 1403h-1983m.

alblkha, tafsir Muqatil ibn Sulayman, tahqiq : ‘Abd Allah Mahmid
Shihatah, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath, Bayrat, T1, 1423h.

al-Bayyadi, Kamal al-Din Ahmad, Isharat al-maram min ‘Ibarat al-
Imam, al-Nashir : Maktabat wa-Matba‘at Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi
wa-Awladuh, Misr, al-Tab‘ah : al-ula, 1368h / 1949m.

al-Tirmidhi, Muhammad ibn ‘Is4, al-Jami‘ alshyh= Sunan al-Tirmidhi,
tahqig Ahmad Shakir wa-akhartin, Tab‘ah Dar al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
Bayrut.

al-Taftazani, Sa‘d al-Din, sharh al-maqasid fi ‘ilm al-kalam, Dar al-

Ma‘arif al-Nu‘maniyah, bakstan-1401h.
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24. al-Tamimi, Muhammad ibn Khalifah ibn ‘Ali, mu‘taqad ahl al-Sunnah

25,

26.

217,

28.

29.

30.

31.

wa-al-jama‘ah fi Asma’ Allah al-husna, Adwa’ al-Salaf, al-Riyad, T1,
1419h-1999m.

Hajar, al-Sayyid Rizq, masa’il al-‘aqidah wa-dala’iluha bayna albrhnh
al-Qur’aniyah walastdlal al-kalami, Silsilat Da‘wat al-Haqq, Kitab
ShahrT mhkkam.

Hilmi, Mustafa Muhammad, Manhaj ‘ulama’ al-hadith wa-al-sunnah
fi ustl al-Din, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah — Bayrat, T : al-tila-1426 H.
al-Khamis, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman, i‘tiqad ahl al-Sunnah
sharh ashab al-hadith, Wizarat al-Shu’tn al-Islamiyah wa-al-Awqaf
wa-al-Da‘wah wa-al-Irshad-al-Riyad, T : al-ula, 1419H.

al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din, al-‘arsh, tahqiq : Muhammad ibn Khalifah
ibn ‘Ali al-Tamimi, ‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘Ilmi bi-al-Jami‘ah al-
Islamiyah, al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, t2, 1424h-2003m.

al-Razi, Abtu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar, Mafatih al-ghayb =
al-tafsir al-kabir, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Bayrit, t3, 1420h.
al-Rummani, ‘Al ibn ‘Isa, al-Nukat fi I‘jaz al-Qur’an, tahqiq :
Muhammad Khalaf allh-Muhammad Zaghlil Sallam, Dar al-Ma‘arif
bi-Misr, t3, 1976m.

alrridany, Muhammad ibn Muhammad, Silat al-Khalaf bi-mawsiil al-
Salaf, al-muhaqgiq : Muhammad Hajji, Dar al-Nashr : Dar al-Gharb

al-Islami — Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah : al-iila, 1408h, 1988m.
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32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

al-Zarkashi, Badr al-Din Muhammad, al-burhan fi ‘ulim al-Qur’an,
Dar Ihya’ al-Kutub al-°Arabiyah, T1, 1376h.

al-Zamakhshari, Abii al-Qasim Mahmud, al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq
ghawamid al-tanzil, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Bayrit, t3, 1407h.
al-Sajizi, ‘Ubayd Allah, Risalat al-Sajizi ila ahl Zubayd, al-Jami‘ah al-
Islamiyah, al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, T 2, 1423h.

al-Sa‘di, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Nasir, Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi
tafsir kalam al-Mannan, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, T1, 1420h-2000m.
al-Saffarini, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Salim, Lawami‘ al-anwar al-
bahiyah wa-sawati® al-asrar al-Athariyah li-sharh al-Durrah al-
mudiyah fi ‘aqd al-firgah al-mardiyah, Mu’assasat al-khafigayn wa-
Maktabatuha — Dimashq, T : al-thaniyah-1402 H-1982m.

al-Sulami, ‘Iyad ibn Nami ibn ‘Awad, asiilu alifghi alladhi 1a yasa‘u
alfaqthi jahlahu, Dar al-Tadmuriyah, al-Riyad, T1, 1426-2005m.
al-Shatibi, Ibrahim ibn Musa, ala‘tisam, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi lil-Nashr
wa-al-Tawzi‘, T : al-ula, H-2008M.

al-Shafi‘t, Hasan Mahmud, al-Madkhal ila dirasah ‘ilm al-kalam,
Idarat al-Qur’an wa-al-‘Ultim al’slamyt-Bakistan, t2, 1422h-2001m
al-Shinqiti, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim al-‘Alawi, Nashr al-buntad ‘ala
Maraqi al-Sa‘tid, alday Wuld Sidi Baba-Ahmad Ramzi, Matba‘at
Fadalah bi-al-Maghrib, dt.

al-Shahrastani, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Karim, al-milal wa-al-nihal,

Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Bayriit, tahqiq : Muhammad Sayyid Kilani.
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42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

al-San‘ani, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il, alttanwyru sharhu aljami‘
alssaghiri, tahqiq : mhmmad Ishaqg mhmmad Ibrahim, Maktabat Dar
al-Salam, al-Riyad, T : al-ula, 1432 H-2011 M.

al-Tabarl, Muhammad ibn Jarir, sarth al-Sunnah, tahqiq : Badr Yasuf
al-Ma‘tuq, Dar al-khulafa’ lil-Kitab al-Islam1 — al-Kuwayt, T : al-ala,
1405.

al-‘Askari, Abti Hilal al-Hasan, al-wujih wa-al-naza’ir, haggagahu
wa-‘allaga ‘alayhi : Muhammad ‘Uthman, Maktabat al-Thaqgafah al-
diniyah, al-Qahirah, T1, 1428h-2007m.

al-‘Umrani, Aba al-Husayn, al-Intisar {1 al-radd ‘ala al-Mu‘tazilah al-
qadariyah al-ashrar, Adwa’ al-Salaf, al-Riyad, T : al-ula, 1419H /
1999M.

‘Awaji, Ghalib ibn ‘Ali, firaq mu‘asirah tantasibu ila al-Islam wa-
bayan Mawqif al-Islam minha, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyah al-
dhahabiyah lil-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Taswiq, Jiddah, t4, 1422h-
2001M.

al-Ghazali, Aba Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tasi, al-
Mustasfa, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, T1, 1413h-1993M.

alfrra’, Yahya ibn Ziyad ibn, ma‘ani al-Qur’an, Dar al-Misriyah lil-
Ta’lif wa-al-Tarjamah, Misr, T1.

al-Qurtubi, Ahmad ibn ‘Umar, al-mufhim li-ma ushkila min Talkhis
Kitab Muslim, Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Dimashq-Bayrat, T : al-tla,

1417h-1996m.
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50.

51,

52,

53.

54,

55,

al-Qurayshi, ‘Aziz Salim ‘Ali, al-Bahth al-dalali fT nazm al-Durar fi
tanasub al-ayat wa-al-suwar llbqa‘y, utrihat dukttrah, al-Jami‘ah
almstnsyryh, 2004.

al-Qazwini, Muhammad ibn Yazid Ibn Majah, Sunan Ibn Majah,
tahqiqg Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, Tab‘ah Dar al-Fikr, Bayrtit.
al-Qushayri, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, Sahih Muslim, tahqiq
Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, Dar lhya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi —
Bayrut.

al-Lalaka’1 Hibat Allah ibn al-Hasan, sharh usil i‘tigad ahl al-Sunnah,
tahqiq : Ahmad Sa‘d Hamdan, al-Nashir : Dar Taybah-al-Riyad,
1402h.

al-Harawi, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali, Dhamm al-kalam wa-
ahlih, al-muhaqqiq : ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Shibl, al-
Nashir : Maktabat al-‘Ulim  wa-al-Hikam-al-Madinah  al-
Munawwarah, al-Tab‘ah : al-tla, 1418h-1998m.

Miis4, Jalal Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid, Nash’at al-Ash‘ariyah wa-
tatawwuruha, Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani, Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah all’wla,
1982m.
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Publication Rules

- All research papers must adhere to Sharia guidelines educational policies, and regulations
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

- Manuscripts submitted should represent original and novel works.
- Adherence to well established scientific methodology.

- If the research paper has been previously published elsewhere in any from, JSSIS does
not bear any legal consequences for this.

- The research paper can be part of a book or derived from a thesis in which the author
obtained a degree.

- Original manuscripts should not exceed 10,000 words in length. If exceeds it shall be
treated as more than one research paper.

- Arabic and English abstracts should include the following: research topic, research
problem, objectives, methodology, and the most important results.

- Research introduction should present title, research problem, questions, methodology,
literature, main contrlbutlon and plan.

Publication guidelines

rougn the journal’'s email: almajallah@kku.edu.sa

- Authors should subml
- Font: Traditional Arabic.

- Body Font Size: (16), footnotes and references: (12), titles: (18).
- The researcher must attach the following:

e A summary of up to (200) words in both English and Arabic. English summary should
be certified by accredited translation body.

e Curriculum Vitae, including: (Name, scientific degree, area of specialization, current
employment, important scientific achievements, correspondence address, e-malil
address, mobile number)

- Adherence to the following documentation and referencing methods of research
sources:

e Citing the book title and author(s), including any publication information.

e Inserting footnotes at the bottom of each page, and footnotes numbers should be
between brackets.

e Writing the Quranic verses in accordance to the Uthmani script followed by their
reference, and can be downloaded from the following link: https:/nashr.qurancomplex.gov.sa/site/

e The bibliography attached at the end of the research paper must be complete and not
concise for each reference and must be written in MLA style.

> Review and Publication Process

1. All research will be sub ject to scientific review, In acco

recognized scientific rules and regulations.

2. The order of research papers when published will be subject to technical and
chronological considerations.

3. The journal reserves the right to publish the research paper in the edition it deems
suitable, or republish it in any form if it considers that necessary.

4. The published material expresses the opinions of its authors and does not
necessarily reflect the op|n|on of the journal.
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Correspondence should be directed to the Chairman of the Journal’s Editorial Board Email:
almajallah@kku.edu.sa
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King Khalid University’s Journal of Sharia Sciences and Islamic Studies

To become the region’s leading journal in academic research publication and be
classified in the ranks of the world’s top journals for research publications.

To enrich scientific movement by advancing the research of Sharia studies in all its
different branches, and provide researchers with the opportunity to publish their work
on a platform that will become the University’s cultural and inspired interface.

Values:

Trust
Fairness
Moderation

Perfection

7 Journal's Objectives:

1. Serving specialised research in religious sciences in accordance to the correct
approach.

2. Addressing contemporary problems and emerging issues in accordance to Sharia
principles.

3. Enriching the scientific movement with distinguished research to achieve the
university’s’ vision, mission and goals.

4. Finding a method of publishing religious sciences to enable researchers to publish
their research in accordance to the scientific research process.

5. Scientific and research communication with specialists in the field of Islamic Studies
everywhere.

6. Focus on studying and publishing the Islamic heritage.

7 One: Publishing Rules:

1. The research must be categorized as original and inventive.

2. The research must comply with the widely accepted rules of scientific research.

3. The research must not be derived from a book, or a dissertation or a thesis by which
the author has obtained a degree.

4. The research must not have been previously published, or sent for publication in
another scientific or periodical journal.
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