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Cultural Patterns Used in English Language Textbooks for Intermediate Stage in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Abstract: The study aimed to analyze the cultural patterns included in the “Super Goal”
intermediate English language textbooks in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to assess
how balanced and diverse these patterns are between local, targeted, and global cultures.
The current study relied on a qualitative descriptive content analysis approach for data
collection and description. It identified 11 different cultural aspects, notably people’s
names, which represented 28.3% of the cultural content. The dominance of local culture
was shown at 49.5% (particularly in aspects such as occasions/celebrations, professions
and pictures), followed by the targeted culture at 28.26% (mainly in the arts), and then
global culture at 22.24% (i.e. in areas such as food and proper names). The results also
indicate that the design of the books reflects efforts to incorporate local culture and
enhance national identity, while reducing the targeted cultural content compared to
previous studies. However, this approach may have an adverse effect on achieving the
desired cultural openness, particularly with regard to the target culture.

The study recommends striking balance of cultural patterns by increasing the
representation of target and global cultures, while diversifying the content to support
mutual cultural understanding. It also calls for periodic review of curricula to ensure that
they keep pace with cultural developments and meet educational objectives.

Keywords: Cultural patterns, English language books, global culture, local culture, target
culture.
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