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Women's Protest as a Propaganda Tool during the Umayyad Era (41-132
A.H./661-750 A.D.):

A Historical Analytical Study in Light of the Narratives of Women Delegates
to Mu ‘awiyah as a Case Study

Maryam I. Alkandari
Kuwait University — Kuwait
Maryam.i@ku.edu.kw

Abstract

This study aims to shed light on women's presence and roles in the social and
political transformations that influenced the formulation of historical events during
the Umayyad era (41-132 A.H./661-750 A.D.) It analyzes the narratives of women
delegates to Mu'awiyah, as a recorded by Ibn Bakar, to understand women's
positions and speeches as propaganda tools situated between resistance and political
influence. It also focuses on women's protests and debates as effective tools for
influence, resistance, or support for authority, showing how women played
prominent roles in shaping key historical trajectories.

This paper presents examples and models of women's practices of protest and
debate, highlighting their behaviors and movements to express opinions and
emotions in time of crisis. It also examines women's interactions with figures,
especially caliphs and governors, highlighting Mu‘awiyah b. Ab1 Sufiyan and al-
Hajjaj b.Yusuf al-Thaqaft as representative examples of centralized authority in the
Umayyad era. The aim is to analyze the nature of women’s discourse and its
utilization within the context of authority. The significance of the study lies in
raising questions about the extent of women's independence in expressing their
views and positions during the Umayyad era, as well the methods and motives
behind their protests and debate discourse.

Keywords: Ibn Bakar; Mu‘awiyah; Women delegates; Umayyad era; Women
propaganda; Women’s protest
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