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Attitudes of Deaf and hard of hearing people towards a woman wearing a Nigab

while communicating with them in sign language: challenges and complications

Farraj Mohammed Algarni
Assistant Professor of Special Education
Jouf University - College of Education

Abstract: The study sought to uncover the attitudes of deaf and hard of hearing people
towards a woman wearing a Nigab while communicating with them using sign
language, difficulties in the communication process, challenges in understanding
information when a woman wears a Nigab, and their attitudes about the importance of
the appearance of facial features. The study employed a descriptive analytical approach,
with a sample size of 140 adult males and females who are deaf or hard of hearing in
Aljouf territory of Saudi Arabia responded to a questionnaire prepared by the
researcher. Findings showed that the participants face difficulties at an average level
related to understanding information when a woman wears a Nigab. It showed the
importance of the appearance of facial features, and that the appearance of the eyes
alone was not enough. It also revealed that the nigab hides the movements of the
eyebrows. However, the participants were proud of the woman who wears a Nigab and
did not show any hatred or anger towards her. It revealed statistically substantial
disparities at 0.05 level in the challenges encountered by participants when women wear
the Nigab due to the hearing status variable. The deaf group exhibited favorable
differences; however no statistically significant differences were observed based on the
gender variable.
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