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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the most important obstacles to measurement in the
field of sociology, and to suggest some ways to overcome them. The inductive
analytical approach was used, and the study concluded that the most important of these
obstacles are: the difference between people and its impact on the research sample,
social change and its impact on the stability of results and the possibility of predicting
the future of the phenomenon, human dignity and human rights and their relationship
to conducting experiments on humans, the relationship between the researcher and the
researched and the impact of this on the difficulty of achieving objectivity in
measurement, the complexity of the social phenomenon and its connection to the
components of the human personality and its relationship to the difficulty of separating
and analyzing the elements of the social phenomenon, and the inaccuracy of social
measures, which is a result of the inaccuracy of concepts and terminology in sociology,
and the impact of this on the quality of measuring variables in social research. The
researcher noticed a lot of overlap between these obstacles, as some of them were linked
to each other and some were a cause or result of others, for reasons related to the human
nature of man and his behavior, whether he was a researcher or a subject of research.
The researcher presented a number of recommendations and suggestions that he
believes may help researchers in the field of sociology and related sciences as well.
They are: extreme care and attention to defining the concepts for all variables to be
measured, great care in choosing a sample that represents the society or social group to
be studied, with honest representation, and working to diversify research methods in a
single study, as well as data collection tools, and that the researcher should not be
satisfied with one method and one tool, and belief in the importance of follow-up
research on social phenomena, through which the problem of instability in the form of
the social phenomenon and the circumstances of its occurrence can be overcome, and
keenness to adhere to objectivity and avoid bias, and encourage researchers to conduct
joint research and studies in which researchers from different spectrums in society
participate, and that the researcher should not study a phenomenon that he is part of or
a problem that he suffers from, so that it becomes difficult for him to separate himself
from the subject of his research, moving from the experimental method to the quasi-
experimental method, and not being arbitrary in equating the social phenomenon with
the natural phenomenon.

Keywords: Sociology, Social phenomenon, social measurement, Measurement
obstacles.
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