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Abstract

The current research discusses several eccentric anecdotes in the Book: '4/-
Bukhala'; by Al-Jahiz. We selected those that best served the research objectives from
several perspectives, such as the strangeness of character, the strangeness of conflict,
the strangeness of events, the strangeness of paradox, the strangeness of reasoning,
and the strangeness of dynamic imagery.

It raised several questions about the features of strangeness in Al-Jahiz's texts, such
as: What are the features of strangeness in Al-Jahiz's texts? What artistic devices did
Al-Jahiz rely on in his depiction of these strange patterns? Was Al-Jahiz able to arouse
our astonishment and achieve his desired objective of exciting and astonishing the
reader, denouncing the miser's behavior while admiring his logic, eloquence and good
faith? The importance of the research stems from its ability to illuminate a classic
text, opening a new horizon for understanding the Book: '4/-Bukhala"; by Al-Jahiz,
away from the traditional reading that focuses on irony and laughter. It also links the
prose literary heritage with modern critical concepts, enhancing our understanding of
Al-Jahiz's literature through modern critical concepts. Furthermore, it reveals a new
vision for understanding Al-Jahiz's genius in employing his artistic tools, presenting a
model of the miser as an exemplary model that provokes contemplation, laughter,
admiration and resentment. It motivates researchers to reread the Book: 'A/-Bukhala'’
by Al-Jahiz through new critical perspectives.

Al-Jahiz's genius is evident in his failure to deprive misers of all their good
qualities but rather demonstrates their intelligence, quick wit and strong arguments.
He excelled in articulating his characters in a manner appropriate to their cultural,
social and professional levels, demonstrating Al-Jahiz's skill and ability to logically
cause and deductively demonstrate the validity of his ideas and judgments and
convince the recipient of his doctrine.

Keywords: Al-Jahiz, Al-Bukhala' (Misers), Al-Gharayibia (Strangeness).
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