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The Palestinian Position on the Iraqi Occupation of Kuwait
1990-1991

Ali A. Alkandari Fatmah Alaseeri

Kuwait University - Kuwait

ali.alkandari@ku.edu.kw fatemah.alaseeri@grade.ku.edu.kw

Abstract:

The crisis of the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait had a significant impact
on the Arab world and reshaped the political landscape of the region. This
event triggered diverse reactions among Arab nations, dividing them into
two camps: one supported Iraq and the other stood against the occupation.
These positions were driven by internal political motives more than
external factors; those who supported Saddam Hussein saw him as a leader
of the Arab nation, while those who condemned his actions viewed the
invasion as a violation of a neighbor’s sovereignty. Local political
considerations were the decisive factor in shaping these stances.

This study aims to understand and analyze the various positions
adopted by Palestinian organizations and factions concerning the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait in 1990-1991. It does so by examining internal
dynamics within the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and
Palestinian factions. The research highlights the stance of the PLO as the
primary representative of Palestinians, as well as other Palestinian factions.
Additionally, it studies the response of the Palestinian community living in
Kuwait at the time of the occupation, exploring the reasons behind these
differing positions and the resulting tensions among Palestinians, as well
as the crisis's overall impact on Palestinians.

The study is organized into seven sections. The first section explores
Kuwaiti-Palestinian relations before the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, as
understanding the Palestinians' position on the invasion requires examining
the pre-existing ties between various parties. The second section discusses
Palestinian-Iraqi relations, while the third focuses on Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait. The fourth section analyzes the PLO's stance on the invasion, and
the fifth continues to explore the PLO, with an emphasis on the analysis of
its leader, Yasser Arafat. The sixth section then turns to the positions of
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other Palestinian factions regarding the crisis, and finally, the seventh
section examines the stance of the Palestinian community in Kuwait.

Keywords: Kuwait, Iraq, Palestinien Organizations, Gulf Crisis.
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