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The administrative and organizational structure of the merchant of
Tripoli al-Gharb and Alexandria during the Ottoman era:
A documentary study

Dr. Sameh E. A. Abdelaziz

The Islamic University of Madina, Saudi Arabia
samehomar03@gmail.com

This paper explores how the Tripoli merchants managed and organized
their business in Alexandria during the Ottoman era. It mainly depends on
Egyptian and Libyan documents. The organization and management
included most of the commercial businesses starting from choosing roads,
providing means of transport, managing and guarding convoys, organizing
martime transport and owning its means, rotating and managing capital by
grouping it into companies and institutions, and managing outlets of sale in
agencies and markets for the disposal of the goods on which their trade is
based.

Therefore, the higher administrative leadership of Tripoli community
in Alexandria was formed by agents supervising them, all headed by the
general commercial agent of the state in Alexandria, who headed the whole
administrative structure of other agents of Tripoli cities.

Keywords: Merchants’ administration; Tripoli al-Gharb; Alexandria;
Ottoman Era; Commercial Agents.
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