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Distance Higher Education In The Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia
The Needs And The Obstacles of Application

Dr. M.Y. Afify

Islamic University In Madinah-Faculty of Da>awah & Fundamentals of Islam

ABSTRACT:

This study aims at investigating the opinions of the responsples, specialists and those who care
about distance learning in Saudi Arabia to find out to what extent we need distance learning and
what are the obstacles to apply it.

To achieve this goal the descriptive method (survey) was used by distributing questionnaires to
a sample of (33), after assure its validity and reliability.

After collecting the data it was statistically analyzed by founding the values of the mean and
the standard of deviation.

The findings shows that there is need to apply distance learning in Saudi Arabia as long as it
suits the needs of this time and give chance for self education and continue education also with the
availability of the infrastructure and the financial support .Also the findings prove that there are
some obstacles such as lack of rules and regulations which organized this kind of learning.

Then these needs and obstacles were organized according to there importance.

Finally some recommendations were driven hoping to help the responsible to develop the dis-
tance learning in Saudi Arabia such as:

1. For its merits and role in solving higher education problems, distance learning should be

applied around the kingdom without delay.

2. It is important to develop rules and regulations of distance learning.

3. Administrative support should be offered.
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