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Epidemics in the District of Bani Shahr
(1305-1321 A.H./1887-1903 A.D.)
Analytical Study in the Documents of the Ottoman Archives

Dr. Zuhair A.A. Al-Shehri

Imam Mohammad ibn Saud Islamic University - Saudi Arabia
zheer.alshehri@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research deals with the epidemics in the district of Bani Shahr
during the period 1305-1321 AH / 1887-1903 AD, through the study and
analysis of a number of Ottoman archive documents that recorded many
administrative, financial and medical situations and procedures. All these
documents indicate that this district has been exposed to large and
influential waves of epidemics in some years, the most important of which
are: smallpox, plague, and cholera. The study traces these epidemics, their
causes, and the administrative, financial and social conditions in the district
in that period, in addition to studying and analyzing the way the Ottoman
administration dealt with these epidemics and their recurring accidents and
some of their different conditions, especially in light of the instability of the
region.

The study also aims to compare the epidemics of the district with their
counterparts in Asir and the Arabian Peninsula, especially the Hijaz, and the
extent of the impact of the epidemics of the district on it, especially during
the Hajj seasons. This research also investigates the effects of these
epidemics on health, social and economic conditions of people of Bani
Shahr district, and how they faced these epidemics in light of the
shortcomings or even the lack of health services, roads and modern means
of transportation.

keywords: Bani Shahr District, Epidemics, Asir, Al-Namas, Ottoman
Archive.
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