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Dimensions of Saudi-lranian conflict
(1426-1437 AH / 2005-2016 AD)

Samiah Sulaiman Aljabri
University of Hail — Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

Saudi-Iranian relations have been the focus of growing global attention due to the
strategic importance and political weight of these two countries in the Middle East. From
1426 AH / 2005 AD to 1437 AH / 2016 AD, relations between them witnessed a
remarkable escalation that recalled the era of conflict after the Khomeinist revolution of
1399 AH /1979 AD. The region has witnessed internal, regional and international events
that made the gap between them widen. This led Iran to use the so-called proxy war, and
this left its impact on the countries of the region, each of which sided with one of these two
powers for sectarian, geographic, or political considerations, or for economic interests in
general.

Given the importance of Saudi-Iranian relations, and the permanent and renewed
disagreement that beset them, this research discusses the dimensions of Saudi-Iranian
rivalry (1426-1437 AH / 2005-2016 AD). It contains an introduction and three main
sections. The first section reviews the ideological dimension and the principle that Iran led
after the Khomeinist revolution, related to expansion and hegemony. The second section
deals with the political dimension, Iran's establishment of espionage networks, and
interference in the internal affairs of the Kingdom, and targeting of Saudi diplomatic
figures. The third section deals with the security dimension. Especially with regard to the
neighboring countries of Saudi Arabia, many of which represent a strategic, political and
geographical importsnce to it, the most important of which are Iraq, Bahrain, Yemen and
Lebanon. Finally, the conclusion, which included the most prominent results of the
research.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia; Iran; political relations; diplomacy; espionage; Middle East.
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