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The colonial struggle over Singapore
and its impact on internal political developments
(1942-1965)

Ali Salih Hamdan Hamed
University of Zakho - Iragi Kurdistan
Ali.hamdan@uoz.edu.krd

Abstract:

Singapore witnessed a bitter conflict between the Portuguese and the Dutch in
the seventeenth century, after the Portuguese arrived in the region at the beginning of
the sixteenth century and occupied the island of Malacca in 1511, and expanded their
maritime trade there, until the Dutch arrived. They found a foothold there since 1602
and became a threat. The Portuguese influence there, not to mention the entry of other
European countries into the frantic competition, led by France, Britain and others. The
year 1819 witnessed a remarkable development in the history of that region, when the
East India Company established the new Singapore, which turned into an important
colony of the British Crown, and began to take the form of a state little by little, and the
situation continued as it was for more than a century, without any fateful developments
regarding the fate of the colony Singapore.

Singapore became a victim of the Japanese Empire's dreams of expansion during World
War 11, as Japanese forces occupied the region in 1942, and destroyed service facilities
in Singapore until it collapsed from the war in 1945, and despite Britain's return to
Singapore's rule, the situation was catastrophic, which prompted Britain to grant the
island was almost completely independent, and the elections in 1959 were the most
notable internal development in Singapore at that point. Singapore entered a new
experiment later, which was the positive response to the calls of the Malaysian Prime
Minister, Prince Abdul Rahman Tunku, to unite the converging countries in the region,
especially Malaysia and Singapore in 1961, but the experiment failed in 1965, and
Singapore became an independent country again, and it entered A new stage in its
modern and contemporary history.

Keywords: Singapore; Thomas Stamford Raffles; Britain; Japan; Lee Kuan Yew.
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