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The Hegemonyof Politics over Historiography:
A ConceptualReadingof the Relationship betweenthe Political Court and Muslim
Historical Writings during the First Five Centuries AH (7"-11" centuries CE)

Abdullah Esam Alobaid
Kuwait University — Kuwait

Abstract:

This study sheds light on the tangle and complex relation between historiography,
historians and political courts in Islamic history in the first five centuries of Islam. There
are some contemporary studies that talk about this historical phenomenon, and we trace
them out and categorize them in order to make them our starting point. For better
understating of the relation between historiography and political courts | propose analytic
conceptual network that consists of five concepts. | will examine these concepts by
contextualizing them historically and textually so that it will help us to deepen our
understanding of the relation between historiography and political court, and free us from
reductive and absolute generalization.

The proposed concepts in this article are court culture, the socio-intellectual function of
the court, historian identity, ideological historiography and historical historiography,
representative historiography and anthropomorphic historiography, the geo-political
historiography. This analytical conceptual network led us to say that writing history in
Islamic history at that period was not completely subject to the political court or completely
independent of it, but rather, it was an intellectual practice that was conditioned to the
social, cultural, and political context in which these writings appeared. This analytical
conceptual network, which does not neglect the historical nature of the relationship
between historical writing and the political court, and thus changes, will probably help us
not to fall into absolute generalizations or reduction of this complex historical
phenomenon.

Keywords: Court culture; socio intellectual function; historian identity; ideological
historiography; representative  historiography; anthropomorphic
historiography; geopolitical historiography
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University Press, 1995/1996) , p 84.

(12) Khalidi, Arabic Historical Thought, pp 96-97
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