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Image of self and the Other in the poetry collection of Almathnawiyat
"The Doubled™ by Abdullah Al-Rashid (A study on the aesthetics of
paradox)

Dr. Zahir Hussain Alfifi
Assistant Prof. of Literature and Literary Criticism
Department of Arabic Language, College of Science and Arts, King Khalid University

Abstract:

This study aims at exploring the poetry collection of Almathnawiyat "The
Doubled" by Abdullah Al-Rashid, and identifying the image of the self and the
Other in those doubles, which were distinguished by drawing on the technique of
paradox. This study is divided into two sections; the first one is the poetic paradox
and the self and the second is the poetic paradox and the Other. The study followed
the analytical descriptive method to explore the image self and the Other, the
pattern of paradoxes in them, and the aesthetics of those paradoxes in "the
doubled" by Abdullah Al-Rashid. The study found that the image of self was
manifested in in four images; the ideal self, the agonic ego, the rebellious ego, and
the romantic ego. The poet relied in drawing these images on the verbal,
contextual, and pictorial and episodic paradoxes. This study also revealed the
existence of four images of the Other, the envious, the beloved, the friend, and the
mother Other. The study concluded that the poet relied on depicting the Other on
variant paradoxes, such as the paradox of deception, the paradox of antagonism,
the paradox of order and retreat, the paradox of dilemma, the strange conceptual
paradox, the contextual paradox, the paradox based on symbolism and the paradox
based on intersexuality, which all took the form of an aesthetic formation that
excites the recipient.

Keywords: Self and the Other - doubled - Abdullah Al-Rashid - paradox
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